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strain, every energy he may put forward, cannot be devoted
to a nobler purpose than keeping tight the cords that hold
India to ourselves/' *

But what are those cords that would keep India attached
to Great Britain ? The old system of government in-
spired by the Imperialistic spirit has failed to strengthen
the bond of relationship between Great Britain and India.
For the governance of one-fifth of the human race, rescued
from the circumstances consequent upon the disintegration
of the Moghul Empire, it became necessary to set up a
strong and formidable mechanism of administration ; but
the structure of the Government became " a thing of human
invention imposed by foreigners, not an organization grow-
ing naturally out of national institution." 2 The form of
alien bureaucracy thus established served the purpose well
and supplied the efficiency required to consolidate its posi-
tion and to increase its power of resistance. It became,
as Mr. Fielding Hall puts it, " an efficient machine with
minds closed rigidly, enforcing the law untempered to the
shorn lamb by personalities/' But with the least indications
of a stir of life among the governed, the machinery of the
Government seemed to produce frictions, much to the
annoyance and embarrassment of the Imperial authorities
and their agents. Their self-complacency and air of racial
superiority provoked the intransigent spirit of the educated
classes, with the unfortunate result of widening the gulf
between the Government and the people.

To-day, in working the new Constitution, the British
administrator should evoke a new spirit of reconciliation.
His responsibility is now far greater than the past; he
can no longer stay aloof from the people with whom he
must establish a living link of sympathy ; he is required
to exercise his moral judgment in the task of transforming
the system and methods of administration that have been

1 Quoted in " Life of Lord Curzon/' by Lord Ronaldshay.

2 " The Lost Dominion," by A. L. Carthill.